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What is the 

Community 

Eligibility 

Provision?  

» Allows schools with a high 

percentage of needy 

children to serve free meals 

to all enrolled students for 

four consecutive school 
years  

 

» Individual schools, groups of 

schools, or entire school 

districts may elect CEP  

 

 



What Makes CEP 

Different?  
» School meal programs usually 

require schools to determine 
childrenõs eligibility for free or 
reduced -price school meals via 
household application  

 

» CEP does not require 

applications and eliminates the 
need to collect money from 
students  

 

» Other òuniversal freeó provisions 
offered by USDA still require 

occasional collection of 
applications; CEP instead relies 
on data matching from the rolls 
of other assistance programs, 
like SNAP and TANF 



Benefits  

Students  enjoy free, 
healthy meals at school, 
and with universal meal 

service, there is no 
stigma attached.  

Parents donõt have to fill 
out individual household 

applications.  

Schools  reduce 
paperwork and 

administrative costs, and 
enjoy a streamlined 

meal service operation. 
Students spend less time 
waiting in lines and more 
time eating, they are less 

likely to discard food 
and come to class 

better nourished and 
ready to learn.  



Eligibility  

A school district or school must meet 

the following basic criteria to be 

eligible to participate in CEP:  

 

» Must participate in, or agree 

to participate in, the National 

School Lunch Program (NSLP) 

and  School Breakfast Program 

(SBP) 

 

» Must already certify at least 

40% of students for free meal 

benefits through means other 

than household applications  

 

» History of compliance with 

Program regulations  

  



How do we Enroll in CEP?  

1 
ÅInterested schools and districts must notify their State agency by June 30 th that they would 

like to participate ( deadline extended to August 31 st for SY 2014-15)  

2 

ÅThe State agency will review the documentation to ensure the school/district:  

ÅMeets the 40% direct certification requirement  

ÅParticipates in both the NSLP and SBP  

ÅHas a record of administering the meal program in accordance with program regulations  

3 
ÅThe State agency will facilitate necessary training and technical assistance  

4 
ÅIdeally, CEP implementation will be completed before the start of the academic year to 

ensure that students receive free meals starting on day 1  



How Does Federal 

Reimbursement Work Under 

CEP? 
» The daily meal count is reimbursed at two rates: òfreeó 
and òpaidó 

 

» The identified student percentage multiplied by a factor 
of 1.6 equals the % of total meals reimbursed at the 
Federal free rate  

 

» The remaining % of total meals is reimbursed at the 
Federal paid rate  

 

» Meal costs in excess of the total Federal reimbursement 
must be covered through non -Federal sources  

 



CEP is Flexible 

» Schools or Districts can stop participating in 
CEP and return to normal procedures should 
they find it more financially viable to do so  

 

» Even though a CEP cycle lasts four years, 
eligibility data may be updated on an annual 
basis if doing so would result in more cash 
reimbursement from the Federal government  

 

» Participating schools/LEAs that continue to 
meet the eligibility requirements may choose 
to sign on for another four years when their 
CEP cycle is complete  

 

 

 



CEP: Tried, Tested, Already 

Delivering Results  

»Response to CEP has been overwhelmingly 

positive : 
 

» CEP has operated in more than 4,000  schools in 11 States  

 

» Participating LEAs of all sizes have generally enjoyed increases 

in both program participation and revenues after 

implementing CEP, while experiencing fewer payment errors  

 

» USDA-DOE guidance outlines alternate ways to allocate 

formula funding calculations (like Title I dollars and E -Rate 

discounts) in the absence of individual free and reduced price 

eligibility data  








